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ANIMAL WELFARE AND TRESPASS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2020 — DRAFT 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [2.17 pm]: I rise to provide an interim response to feedback 
on the draft Animal Welfare and Trespass Legislation Amendment Bill 2020, which the McGowan government 
released for public comment on 29 February 2020. Some of the commentary has described the amendments as 
containing “vast” new powers for animal welfare inspectors. In truth, the new powers of inspection without prior 
notice or suspicion will apply only to abattoirs, knackeries, intensive egg and poultry farms, and piggeries. 

Some in the farming community have described the proposed new powers of inspection at the relevant premises 
as greater than police powers. This is clearly misinformed. For example, police have the power to arrest, detain 
and, where appropriate, restrain suspects using force. Inspectors would have nothing like those powers under 
the proposed bill. The draft bill would more accurately be described as containing powers similar to those in the 
Food Act 2008, which permits authorised inspectors to enter restaurants, cafes and other hospitality venues without 
prior warning or notice. There is nothing contradictory about putting increased rights of entry for animal welfare 
inspectors in the same bill as increased penalties for activists who trespass. A strong and robust inspection and 
compliance regime reduces the incentive for activists to take matters into their own hands. 

Only last month, the High Court of Australia held that video footage taken by trespassing animal rights activists 
of live baiting by Sydney greyhound trainers could not be used as evidence in a court case. Although the McGowan 
government has no reason to believe that animal cruelty of this nature is currently occurring in Western Australian 
premises, the High Court decision means that the future prosecution of any alleged cruelty at abattoirs, knackeries, 
intensive egg and poultry farms, and piggeries would require lawfully obtained evidence by appropriately trained 
government inspectors. 

I look forward to sensible debate in this chamber when the bill is introduced, and I look forward to the support of 
those opposite in getting these important reforms in place as quickly as possible. 
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